






“�Given the state of the � 

industry, we intend to � 

redouble our efforts— � 

in our giving, helping, and � 

in educating people that � 

Good Samaritan is a great  

resource for our community.”

Irene and Paul Mouzakitis

W hen Irene and Paul Mouzakitis began their 

careers, they had enviable opportunities in front of them.  

They lived in New York City. He was an anesthesiologist 

working in a New York hospital; she was an attorney 

employed by a large insurance company. Success 

seemed in the cards.

Yet, they made a critical, and even surprising, decision—

Irene and Paul would leave the city, with its wealth of 

resources and connections, and relocate to a small 

community in Rockland County. There, Paul would join 

a practice and work at Good Samaritan. Irene would 

continue working for a few years until she gave birth  

to the first of their three children, and she would stay 

home to raise them.

Yes, it was a deliberate choice to go small. And even 

though Paul and Irene were in agreement and even 

cherished this decision, they came to their life  

choice from very different places.

For Paul, his outlook of the world was shaped on a  

small island, thousands of miles away, years ago.

“As a child, I lived on Cyprus, in a small farming 

community,” Paul remembered affectionately. “I just 

loved how everyone knew everyone, and kept an eye 

out for each other.”

Paul vividly recalled his grandmother helping people 

less fortunate, but in a very discrete way. All his life,  

he’s tried to emulate her.

Grandparents played a key role in Irene’s childhood, 

too. She spent a lot of time with them after her 

parents divorced. Still, she came from a long lineage 

of volunteerism, and now, as an adult, she wanted the 

stability of a home and to be able to actively contribute 

to a community.

“We had a vision for ourselves,” Irene recalled. “We 

wanted a big family, a community and a hometown.  

And we found it.”

In a sense, Good Samaritan has become  

that small community for the Mouzakitis  

family. All of their children were born  

there. Paul works there. And both of  

them volunteer, voraciously—despite  

the commands of a thriving practice  

and a household with three kids under  

the age of six.

The couple has watched the hospital grow and offer an 

increasing roster of world-class services. But, especially 

in today’s turbulent healthcare environment, they take 

nothing for granted.

“Given the state of the industry, we intend to redouble 

our efforts—in our giving, helping, and in educating 

people that Good Samaritan is a great resource for our 

community,” Paul said. “Unless we support it, we may be 

very disappointed one day. We all need to stay active, 

support it and encourage others.”

To Paul and Irene, being able to do that is the  

�definition of success.



“At that time, they were looking for business people 

who could bring that perspective,” Mike recalled. At first, 

he declined—his 12-hour work days and four children 

coming to mind—but then, Mike reconsidered. “I’ve been 

very fortunate in my life and career. I married a wonderful 

woman, and I have an amazing family,” Mike said. “I thought 

about all of this, and I said to myself that this was a good 

opportunity to give back to the community that has 

supported us so much over these years.” He’s been an 

active board member ever since.

This past year, Mike got to combine three of his 

great passions—automobiles, his customers and the 

foundation—when Wide World of Cars sponsored a car 

rally for its clientele. They would donate a fee to enjoy 

two sumptuous meals and drive their cars on a high-

performance track at Monticello Motor Speedway. 

That day, they raised over $20,000 for the foundation. 

It was a great moment of pride for Mike and the dealership.

“People tell me all the time the good experiences they 

have at Good Samaritan, and I’m honored to contribute to 

it,” Mike said.  “In my time on the board, I’ve seen it become 

so much more than just a community hospital. It’s a place 

to be reckoned with, a place the community really has a lot 

of respect for, with first-rate care.”

As Mike can attest, that’s a beautiful thing.

When Michael Mastrangelo was a kid, 

he remembers his father calling him over to look at 

something. His dad took out a small, gray, child’s suit— 

the type a boy would wear to his first communion. 

But this was no off-the-shelf piece. It was impeccably 

tailored—the stitching, the materials, everything.  

The sheer craftsmanship and beauty of it set deeply 

with the impressionable Michael. It was even more 

exciting when Michael learned that his grandfather— 

a tailor from Italy who had died before he was born—

handmade it for his father when he was a child.

Michael’s father had always been a sharp dresser, and 

as Mike grew into manhood, he too would carry the 

Mastrangelo tradition of appreciating the finer things. 

It was no wonder, then, that Michael would become 

a salesperson and eventually general manager of 

Wide World of Cars—an exclusive dealership that sells 

Ferrari, BMW and Maserati. It was there, 20 years ago, 

that the dealership and the foundation first crossed 

paths. Soon, Wide World of Cars would sponsor events, 

donate funds and attend the annual ball.

All that time, Mike was proud of the association 

between the two organizations. Eventually, some  

of the physicians, who were also Mike’s customers,  

asked him to deepen his commitment to the 

foundation and join its board.

Michael Mastrangelo

“�In my time on the board, I’ve 

seen it become so much more 

than just a community hospital. 

It’s a place to be reckoned 

with, a place the community 

really has a lot of respect for, 

with first-rate care.”



When Ray and Louise Ecke took a trip to Mexico

a few years back, it was to take a well-deserved break. 

He ran a thriving insurance business that specialized in 

political and trade risk; she was the director of patient 

relations at Good Samaritan… helping patients and  

their families cope with the throes of illness and stress. 

Boarding the plane, they knew that 

one of the valves in Ray’s heart was  

no good. He had been living with  

the condition for five years, but his 

valve had gotten considerably worse.

Operating at only 10% capacity,  

it left Ray constantly fatigued and 

winded. When they came home, 

he learned from doctors that his 

condition was now life-threatening—

he had only a 50-50 chance of 

surviving the next 18 months.

Further tests revealed that Ray not only needed a  

valve replacement, but also a bypass to unclog three  

arteries. He had his dual surgery at Good Samaritan’s  

Active International Cardiovascular Institute and has 

since done extremely well… now with clear arteries  

and a cow’s valve keeping oxygen and nutrients  

pumping properly. The couple credits the institute with 

saving Ray’s life, but they were also long-time, key players 

in helping raise the money that created the institute.

“We helped the foundation with fundraising for the 

cardiac institute,” Louise recalled, “and Ray was one  

of the first cardiac surgeries they performed there.”

The Eckes—who actively organize and participate in 

foundation events, along with personal, one-to-one 

fundraising with donors—have helped raise millions  

of dollars for the hospital.

“I’ve been very fortunate in my life, my company has  

done well,” Ray said. “I always wanted to give something 

back. I like the hospital, and then Louise came home and 

asked me if I wanted to be on some of the committees. I 

didn’t have the time, but I wanted to do it, so I made time.” 

In recent years, the Eckes have enjoyed watching the 

hospital grow, along with the foundation.

“We see such excitement among the volunteers,”  

Louise said. “People are so enthusiastic about the events, 

planned giving and everything else going on. Everyone is 

focused on the mission, and we’re glad to be a part of it!”

For the couple—married 44 years—that mission is and 

always will be crystal clear.

“Good Samaritan is a living, breathing organization,” said 

Ray. “It does wonderful things for people all the time—

I’m an example of it! I can’t tell you how good I feel when 

they approach me to help raise money to fight cancer or 

heart disease. You know that, ultimately, you’re helping  

to alleviate suffering for someone or their family.  

What better way to spend your time?”

“�We see such excitement 

among the volunteers.  

Everyone is focused on  

the mission, and we’re  

glad to be a part of it!”

Ray and Louise Ecke



Every person you’ve read about in these pages has his or her own story when it comes 

to supporting the foundation. Some are in the midst of raising families, or running a 

business, or nearing retirement age. They’re all busy, of course. But all of them also want 

the same thing—access to the very best in healthcare, for everyone. 

Doing that takes an investment in time, resources and money. But everyone in this book 

would agree… it’s an investment that yields great returns.

So, how about you?

You can get involved any way you like. Attend one of our events. Make a donation. Get a 

group of friends to volunteer with you. It doesn’t take much. But every bit, put together, 

can have an enormously positive impact on the health of people we know and care 

about. It’s a great feeling and an even greater accomplishment.

Together, we can.
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Mission
We are Bon Secours Charity Health System, a caring community called 

together to make visible God’s love and compassion. 

As a Catholic ministry, we work with others embracing the challenge of 

making wise and just decisions to foster an environment of healing for 

our patients, residents, staff, partners and communities. 

Recognizing the dignity of each human being, we relentlessly seek 

healing and wholeness for all peoples, especially those who are 

vulnerable, poor or dying.

Vision 
Bon Secours Charity Health System will be distinguished as the  

leading provider of quality, community-based health care services 

in the Hudson-Delaware Valley.

We will design our care processes to provide health care that is 

compassionate, safe and high quality.  Consistent with the needs of 

our communities, we will develop selected System-wide centers of 

excellence and grow our ambulatory services and community-based 

services for the elderly.
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255 Lafayette Avenue 
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Fax (845) 368-5596

foundation@bshsi.org 
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